WHAT PRICE BEAUTY?

IAPANESE    women     ate
going    modem.   No   one
is more convinced of this than Mr. Ichiro ' Natal,
owner of the Hyakusuka Cosmetic Company.
Gradually he has watched his sale of old-fashion-
ed cosmetics wane until now they represent but
thirty per cent of his income.
Preparing beauty aids is a tradition in the
Nakai family. The business was started by an
ancestor who had been a samurai of Takeda. Shin-
gen in the sixteenth century. After being wound-
ed, he retired and opened a shop for purveying
hair oils and strings to buke}- In those days, the
male was more vain than the female. The Hyaku-
suke Cosmetic Company was founded about a
hundred and fifty years ago when Mr. NakaFs
great grandfather decided that after all it would
be better business to cater to the whims of the
1 Members of the warrior class.   The term samurai is
also used but buke is a more general appellation.